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S-4939.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6757

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Labor, Comerce, Research & Developnent (originally
sponsored by Senators Murray and Kohl - Wl | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to architects; anmendi ng RCW 18. 08. 310, 18. 08. 320,
18. 08. 330, 18.08.350, 18.08.360, 18.08.370, 18.08.410, 18.08.420, and
18. 08.430; and providing effective dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.08.310 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person to practice or offer to practice
architecture in this state, ((arehiteeture;)) or to use in connection
with his or her name or otherw se assune, use, or advertise any title
or description including the word "architect,” ™"architecture,"”
"architectural ," or |anguage tending to inply that he or she is an
architect, unless the person is registered or authorized to practice in
the state of Washi ngton under this chapter.

(2) An architect or architectural firm registered in any other
jurisdiction recognized by the board may offer to practice architecture

inthis state if:

(a) It is clearly and prominently stated in such an offer that the
architect or firmis not registered to practice architecture in the
state of Washi ngton; and
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(b) Prior to practicing architecture or signing a contract to
provide architectural services, the architect or firm nust be
registered to practice architecture in this state.

(3) A person who has an accredited architectural degree nmay use the
title "intern architect” when enrolled in a structured intern program
recogni zed by the board and working under the direct supervision of an
architect.

(4) The provisions of this section shall not affect the use of the
words "architect," "architecture," or "architectural" where a person
does not practice or offer to practice architecture.

Sec. 2. RCW18.08.320 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

((YUnless—the—econtext—elearlyrequires—otherwiser)) The definitions
in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context
clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Accredited architectural degree" neans a professional degree
from an institution of higher education accredited by the nationa
architectural accreditation board or an equivalent degree in
architecture as determ ned by the board.

(2) "Admnistration of the construction contract” nmeans the
periodic observation of materials and work to observe the general
conpliance wth the construction contract docunents, and does not
include responsibility for supervising construction nethods and
processes, site conditions, equi pnent operations, personnel, or safety
on the work site.

((2)) (3) "Architect"” means an individual who is registered under
this chapter to practice architecture.

((3))) (4) "Board" neans the state board ((ef—+egistration)) for
architects.

((4)) (5) "Certificate of authorization" means a certificate
issued by the director to a ((eerporation—or—partnership)) business
entity that authorizes the entity to practice architecture.

((65))) (6) "Certificate of registration” nmeans the certificate
i ssued by the director to newly registered architects.

((68)Y)) (7) "Departnent” neans the departnent of |icensing.

((A)) (8) "Director" neans the director of |icensing.
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((68))) (9) "Engineer" nmeans an individual who is registered as an
engi neer under chapter 18.43 RCW

((9)) (10) "Person" means any individual, part ner shi p,
pr of essi onal service corporation, corporation, joint stock association,
joint venture, or any other entity authorized to do business in the
state.

((28)y)) (11) "Practice of architecture" neans the rendering of
services in connection with the art and science of building design for
construction of any structure or grouping of structures and the use of
space wthin and surrounding the structures or the design for
construction of alterations or additions to the structures, including
but not specifically limted to predesign services, schematic design
desi gn devel opnent, preparation of construction contract docunents, and
adm ni stration of the construction contract.

((2D)) (12) " Pr ot ot ypi cal docunent s" neans drawings  or
specifications, prepared by a person registered as an architect in any
state or as otherw se approved by the board, that are not intended as
final and conplete technical subm ssions for a building project, but
rather are to serve as a prototype for a building or buildings to be
adapted by an architect for construction in nore than one | ocation.

(13) "Registered" neans holding a currently valid certificate of
registration or certificate of authorization issued by the director
aut horizing the practice of architecture.

((22-)) (14) "Structure" neans any construction consisting of
| oad- bearing nenbers such as the foundation, roof, floors, walls,
colums, girders, and beans or a conbination of any nunber of these
parts, with or without other parts or appurtenances.

(15) "Review' neans a process of exam nation and evaluation, of the
docunents, for conpliance with applicable | aws, codes, and requl ations
affecting the built environnent that includes the ability to contro
the final product.

(16) "Reqgistered professional design firnl' neans a business entity
registered in Washington to offer and provide architectural services
under RCW 18. 08. 420.

(17) "Managers" neans the nenbers of a limted liability conpany in
whi ch managenent of its business is vested in the nenbers, and the
managers of a limted liability conpany in which nmanagenent of its
business is vested in one or nbre nmanagers.
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Sec. 3. RCW18.08.330 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

There is ((hereby)) created a state board ((et—+regist+ation)) for
architects consisting of seven nenbers who shall be appointed by the
governor. Six menbers shall be registered architects who are residents
of the state and have at |east eight years' experience in the practice
of architecture as registered architects in responsible charge of
architectural work or responsible charge of architectural teaching.
One nenber shall be a public nmenber, who is not and has never been a
regi stered architect and who does not enploy and is not enployed by or
professionally or financially associated with an architect.

The terns of each newl y appoi nted nenber shall be six years. ((Fhe

architect.))

Every nenber of the board shall receive a certificate of
appoi ntment fromthe governor. On the expiration of the term of each
menber, the governor shall appoint a successor to serve for a term of
six years or until the next successor has been appointed.

The governor may renove any nenber of the board for cause.
Vacancies in the board for any reason shall be filled by appointnent
for the unexpired term

The board shall elect a ((ehatrman)) chair, a ((wee—-chatrman))
vice-chair, and a secretary. The secretary may delegate his or her
authority to the executive secretary.

Menbers of the board shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43.03. 240 and shall be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance
wi th RCW 43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

Sec. 4. RCW18.08.350 and 1997 ¢ 169 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Acertificate of registration shall be granted by the director
to all qualified applicants who are certified by the board as having
passed the required exam nati on and as having given satisfactory proof
of conpletion of the required experience.

(2) Applications for examnation shall be filed as the board
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prescri bes by rule. The application and exami nation fees shall be
determ ned by the director under RCW 43. 24. 086.

(3) An applicant for registration as an architect shall be of a
good noral character, at |east eighteen years of age, and shall possess
((et+ther)) one of the follow ng qualifications:

(a) Have an accredited architectural degree and at |east three

years' practical architectural work experience ((anrdhave—conpletedthe
reguirerents—of)) in a structured intern training program approved by
the board; ((e¥r))

(h) Have ((etght—years—practteal—archttectural—work—expertence—

AN N aan N ala’ ala' AN a¥a N
A oy waw Ci

conpletedthereguirenents—of)) a baccal aureate degree froma college
or university, have eight vyears of practical architectural work
experience, which may include designing buildings as a principal
activity, however, at least four years of which nust be under a
registered architect, and which includes conpleting a structured intern
training program approved by the board. Each year spent in an
accredited architectural ((eduecatien)) degree program ((appreved—by—the
boeard)) shall be considered one year of practical experience((—At
| : . cal | . hall | I I ¥
supervision—of—an—arechiteet)), but may not be substituted for the
intern training programrequirenent; or

(c) Have a high school diploma or equivalent, have fifteen years of
practical architectural work experience, which nmay include designing
buildings as a principal activity, however, at least eight years of
which nust be under a registered architect, and which includes
conpleting a structured intern training program approved by the board.

Sec. 5. RCW18.08.360 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 7 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The exam nation for an architect's certificate of registration
shall be held at |east annually at such tine and place as the board
det er m nes.

(2) The board shall determne the content, scope, and grading
process of the exam nation. The board may adopt an appropriate
nati onal exam nation and gradi ng procedure.

(3) Applicants who fail to pass any section of the exam nation
shall be permtted to retake the parts failed as prescribed by the
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board. Applicants have five years fromthe date of the first passed
exam nation section to pass all remaining sections. If the entire
exam nation is not successfully conpleted within five years, ((a—+etake
of—the—entire—examnat+on—shall—berequi+red)) any sections that were
passed nore than five years prior nust be retaken. If a candidate
fails to pass all remaining sections within the initial five-year
period, the candidate is given a new five-year period fromthe date of
the second ol dest passed section. Al sections of the exam nation nust
be passed within a single five-year period for the applicant to be
deened to have passed the conplete exam nation

(4) Applicants for registration who have an accredited
architectural degree may begin taking the licensing exam nation upon
enrollnent in a structured intern training programas approved by the
boar d. Applicants who do not possess an accredited architectural
degree may take the exam nation only after conpleting the experience
and intern training requirenents of this chapter.

Sec. 6. RCW18.08.370 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 8 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall issue a certificate of registration to any
applicant who has, to the satisfaction of the board, net all the
requirements for registration upon paynent of the registration fee as
provided in this chapter. Al certificates of registration shall show
the full nanme of the registrant, have the registration nunber, and
shall be signed by the ((ehat+rman)) chair of the board and by the
di rector. The issuance of a certificate of registration by the
director is prima facie evidence that the person named therein is
entitled to all the rights and privileges of a registered architect.

(2) Each registrant shall obtain a seal of the design authorized by
t he board bearing the architect's nane, registration nunber, the |egend
"Regi stered Architect,” and the name of this state. ((Drawt ngs

when—FHed—wthpubHe—autherities—)) It is unlawful to seal and sign

a docunment after a registrant's certificate of registration or
aut hori zation has expired, been revoked, or is suspended.

(3) An architect may seal and sign technical subm ssions under the
follow ng conditions:
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(a) An architect may seal and sign technical subm ssions that are:
Prepared by the architect; prepared by the architect's reqularly
enpl oyed subordinates; prepared in part by an individual or firm under
a direct subcontract with the architect; or prepared in collaboration
with an architect who is licensed in a jurisdiction recognized by the
board, provided there is a contractual agreenent between the architects
and that the architect who seals and signs the technical subm ssions is
responsible to the sane extent as if all the technical subm ssions were
prepared by the architect.

(b) An architect nmay seal and sign technical subni ssions based on
prototypical docunents provided: The architect obtains witten
perm ssion fromthe architect who prepared or sealed the prototypica
docunents, and from the legal owner to adapt the prototypica
docunents; the architect thoroughly analyzes the prototypica
docunents, nmkes necessary revisions, and adds all required elenents
and design information, including the design services of engineering
consultants, if warranted, so that the prototypical docunents becone
suitable conplete technical subm ssions, in conpliance with applicable
codes, regulations, and site-specific requirenents; and the architect
is responsible to the sane extent as if all the technical subm ssions
were prepared by the architect.

Sec. 7. RCW18.08.410 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

This chapter shall not affect or prevent:

(1) The practice of naval architecture, |andscape architecture as
aut horized in chapter 18.96 RCW engineering as authorized in chapter
18.43 RCW space planning, or interior design((;—er—any—tegatty

. I : : I I . I
architeets));

(2) Drafters, clerks, project managers, superintendents, and other

enpl oyees of architects((—enrgi-reers—hnaval—architeets—oer—landseape
arehiteets)) from acting wunder the instructions, control, or

supervi sion of ((their—enployers)) an architect;

(3) The construction, alteration, or supervision of construction of
bui |l di ngs or structures by contractors reqi stered under chapter 18.27
RCW or superintendents enployed by contractors or the preparation of
shop drawi ngs in connection therewth;
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(4) Omers or contractors registered under chapter 18.27 RCWfrom
engagi ng persons who are not architects to observe and supervise
construction of a project;

(5) Any person from doing design work including preparing
construction contract docunents and adm ni stration of the construction
contract for the erection, enlargenent, repair, or alteration of a
structure or any appurtenance to a structure regardless of size, if the
structure is to be used for a residential building of up to and
including four dwelling units or a farmbuilding or is a structure used
in connection with or auxiliary to such residential building or farm
building such as a garage, barn, shed, or shelter for animls or
machi nery;

(6) Except as otherw se provided in this section, any person from
doi ng design work including preparing construction contract docunents
and admi nistering the contract for construction, erection, enlargenent,
alteration, or repairs of or to a building of any occupancy up to a
total building size of four thousand square feet ((ef—ecoenstruetion));
or

(7) {(({ Bestgn-—bu-td—constructton—by—registered—general—contractors
g I | losi . : Ly . I

starped—by—a+registeredengineer—or—architeet)) Any person from doi ng

design work including preparing construction contract docunents and
admnistration of the construction contract for the enlargenent,
repair, or alteration of up to four thousand square feet in a building
that is greater than four thousand square feet, provided the building
is of wod frane construction, a single story with an at grade |eve

exit and the enlargenent, alteration, or repairs do not affect the life
safety of the occupants or structural systens of the building, provided
further that this subsection shall not allow for nultiple projects in
a single building in which the conbi ned square footage of the projects
is greater than four thousand square feet.
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Sec. 8. RCW18.08.420 and 2002 ¢ 86 s 203 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

after—the—effeective—date—of—the—changes—)) Any business entity,
including a sole proprietorship, offering architecture services in
Washington state nust register wth the board, regardless of its
busi ness structure. A business entity shall file with the board a |i st
of individuals reqgistered under this chapter as responsible for the
practice of architecture by the business entity in this state and
provides that full authority to make all final architectural decisions
on behalf of the business entity with respect to work perforned by the
busi ness entity in this state. Further, the person having the practice

of architecture in his/her charge is hinself/herself a general partner

p. 9 SSB 6757
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(if a partnership or limted liability partnership), or a manager (if
alimted liability conpany), or a director (if a business corporation
or professional service corporation) and is registered to practice
architecture in this state.

(2) The business entity shall furnish the board wth such
information about its organization and activities as the board shal
require by rule.

(3) Upon the filing with the board of the application for
certificate of authorization, the certified copy of the resolution, and
the information specified in subsection (1) of this section, the board
shal | authorize the director to issue to the ((eerporation)) business
entity a certificate of authorization to practice architecture in this

stat e ((upon—a—determnaton—by—thebhoardthat—
n I Byl : I . . . I ]
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((5))) (4) Any ((eerperation)) business entity practicing or

offering to practice architecture, whether or not it is authorized to

practice architecture under this chapter, ((tegether—wthi+ts—direetors
and—efH-ecers—for—their—oewn—individual—acts—are)) shall be jointly and

severally responsible to the sane degree as an individual registered
architect and shall conduct their business wthout msconduct or

mal practice in the practice of architecture as defined in this chapter.

((668Y)) (5) Any ((eerperatien)) business entity that has been
certified under this chapter and has engaged in the practice of
architecture may have its certificate of authorization either suspended
or revoked by the board if, after a proper hearing, the board finds
that the ((eerperation)) business entity has conmmtted m sconduct or
mal practice under RCW 18.08.440 or 18.235.130. In such a case, any
i ndi vidual architect registered under this chapter who is involved in
such m sconduct or nalpractice is also subject to disciplinary neasures
provided in this chapter and RCW 18. 235. 110.
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£8y)) (6) For each certificate of authorization issued under this
section there shall be paid a certification fee and an annual
certification renewal fee as prescribed by the director under RCW
43. 24. 086.

Sec. 9. RCW18.08.430 and 1985 ¢ 37 s 14 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The renewal date for certificates of registration shall be set
by the director in accordance with RCW43. 24.086. Registrants who fai
to pay the renewal fee within thirty days of the due date shall pay al
delinquent fees plus a penalty fee equal to one-third of the renewal
fee. A registrant who fails to pay a renewal fee for a period of five
years may be reinstated under such circunstances as the board
determ nes. The renewal and penalty fees and the frequency of renewal
assessnent shall be authorized under this chapter. Renewal date for
certificates of authorization shall be the anniversary of the date of
aut hori zati on.

(2) Any registrant in good standing may withdraw fromthe practice
of architecture by giving witten notice to the director, and may
within five years thereafter resune active practice upon paynent of the
t hen-current renewal fee. A registrant may be reinstated after a
wi thdrawal of nore than five years under such circunstances as the
board det erm nes.

(3) A registered architect nust denonstrate  prof essi onal
devel opnent since the architect's last renewal or initial registration,
as the case may be. The board shall by rule describe professiona
devel opnent activities acceptable to the board and the form of
docunentation of the activities required by the board. The board may
decline to renew a regqgistration if the architect's professional
devel opnent activities do not neet the standards set by the board by

SSB 6757 p. 12
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rule. Wien adopting rules under the authority of this subsection, the

board shall strive to ensure that the rules are consistent with the
conti nui ng professional education requirenents and systens in use by
nati onal professional organi zati ons representing architects and i n use

by other states.

(a) Wthin any twelve-nonth period, twelve contact hours nust be
conpleted or an average of twelve contact hours per year over the
course of a license renewal period.

(b) A reqgistered architect shall, as part of his or her license
renewal , certify that he or she has conpleted the required continuing
prof essi onal devel opnent required by this section.

(c) The board nay adopt reasonable exenptions fromthe requirenents

of this section.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. (1) Section 4 of this act takes effect on
July 1, 2010, and all persons enrolled in an intern training program as
approved by the board before July 1, 2010, shall be governed by the
statute in effect at the tinme of enrollnment in the program

(2) Sections 1, 2, 3, and 5 of this act take effect July 1, 2008.

(3) Sections 6 through 9 of this act take effect July 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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